
The big clean up
Many people are involved in the clean up operation after 
the Rena grounding –  the Maritime NZ government 
department, the NZ Army, the regional council, 
community groups, volunteers in the local community 
and NZers who care. 
Volunteer co-ordinator Bruce Fraser said the whopping 

effort from the community was possibly one of the 
biggest in the world.  
Most volunteer help is from the local area. Volunteers 
registered on the Bay of Plenty Regional Council web 
site to receive text alerts about where they were 
needed. To be a volunteer you had to be over 16, bring 
gumboots, water and sunblock. Protective clothing and 
training was provided by the council. More than 7,800 
volunteers registered to help.

 Why are they wearing white clothes?

 What are they actually doing?

response to the disaster

A direct result of the Rena grounding 
is damage to the marine environment 
and possible long term damage to the 
food chain. Some other negative effects 
include:

•	 Seafood	poisoned	in	the	Bay	of	Plenty		
— a rahui (ban) has been placed on 

 collecting shellfish and other  
kaimoana for eating

•	 beaches	polluted	with	toxic	oil	waste	
•	 sea	mammals,	birds	and	fish	dead	and	

dying in the Bay of Plenty 
•	 no	swimming	or	fishing	in	polluted	

areas until told it’s safe
•	 businesses	in	the	Bay	of	Plenty	who	

rely on the sea are losing business
•	 holiday	makers	and	tourists	may	not	

visit, causing more business losses 
•	 damage	to	our	clean,	green	image	as	a	

tourist destination 
•	 cost	of	the	operation	estimated	at	

$15million so far
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effects of the 
disaster

helping marine life
Over 2,000 dead seas birds have been collected. Special 
marine animal and bird rescue centres have been set up to 
help the affected birds and mammals.

Effects of oil spill on marine mammals, fish and sea birds:
•	 Loss	of	insulation	causing	hypothermia
•	 Drowning	because	of	clogged	fur	or	feathers	
•	 Poisoning	by	ingesting	toxic	substances
•	 Respiratory	(breathing)	problems	
•	 Stress	as	the	birds	and	mammals	struggle	to	survive
•	 Starvation	as	there	is	no	safe	food.	It	is	covered	in	oil

 What could long term effects on the food chain be?

the salvors

deep sea oil drilling
The NZ government is talking with overseas investors about another issue — 
drilling for oil off the East Coast. Government representatives say that disaster is 
unlikely to happen as there would be strict safety measures. 
NZ stands to make money from oil and other minerals if the drilling goes ahead. 
But people are worried as there have been oil spill disasters in other parts of the 
world that have been caused by malfunctioning oil drilling rigs. 

		 Do	you	think	we	should	allow	drilling	for	oil?

 Complete the table. Find evidence to support your findings if you can.

Oil drilling in the East Coast of NZ

Plus minus Possibilities

 Using the information on this page, newspapers and news websites, choose 
an aspect of the Rena disaster to display as an infographic.

 Your infographic may include; maps, diagrams, bullet points, 
 facts, tables, quotes, graphs. 
 Visit www.bayofplentytimes.co.nz for ideas.

	 Imagine	you	are	a	salvor.	What	
qualities and skills would you need? 

 What would it be like to face danger 
at sea? 

www.nieonline.co.nz

On October 5th, 2011 the container ship Rena was 

grounded on the Astrolabe Reef off the coast of

 Tauranga, spilling tonnes of oil into the sea. 

What are the effects of this disaster? 

An animal rescue worker attempts to clean oil 
off a little blue penguin.

What have we 
learnt from this

disaster that could help
 us in the future?

Students, click on KidSpace for online quizzes and activities.
Teachers, discover downloadable worksheets, NiE TV videos, teaching suggestions, and loads more!

The svitzer salvage team were called in 
to respond to this disaster. To salvage 
means to save a ship or its cargo from 
danger or destruction. A salvor works for 
a salvage company. They are expert divers 
and recovery experts who work under 
dangerous conditions at sea. 

Tauranga residents are 
being warned that wayward 
shipping containers could 
be dragged ashore near their 
homes ...And the container 
ship could be deliberately 
broken apart so salvors could 
remove the containers in the 
vessel’s hard-to-reach holds, 
Maritime New Zealand 
salvage unit manager Kenny 
Crawford said.
The job of removing the 

1280 containers on the ship, 
predicted to take several 
months, began at promising 
speed after salvors yesterday 
used a crane to load 15 on 
to the tug Go Canopus, 
bringing the number 
removed to 18.
Officials had earlier said 
only about three to four 
containers would be off-
loaded each day...  

Containers may end on beach
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